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Abstract

“What does it mean to a society when a whole generation is raised as criminals?”
Intellectual property expert and “free culture” champion Lawrence Lessig asks this
scintillating and pertinent question. While it is true that copyright laws have foster creativity
and knowledge by protecting the rights of creators and inventors, thereby allowing them to
profit from their works, copyright laws have skewed toward too much protection in recent
years at the expense of “free culture,” i.e. the idea that people should be able to utilize the
past as freely as possible to create new works, extend mankind’s store of knowledge, and
develop art for the future. The Internet and digital technologies have turned millions of
people from mere consumers of creative works into “prosumers,” while many corporations
still refuse to acknowledge the change in prosumer behavior, being too intent on protecting

their intellectual properties.

Creative Commons is an innovative approach that purports to strike a middle
ground between copyright protection and encouragement of prosumer-led free culture. This
short paper examines the limitations of copyright laws and impact of music piracy on the
music industry in Thailand, describes the potential and challenges of Creative Commons,
and explores how Creative Commons can assist both the music industry and music

consumers in Thailand.
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